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From the Presbyter’s Desk…

February 2018

Dearly beloved in Christ,
Greetings to you in the precious name of our
Lord Jesus Christ!
“Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts
and not your garments.” Return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious
and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and He
relents over disaster.” – Joel 2:12-13

We are entering into another Lenten Season. Lent is a season of
forty days, which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy
Saturday (the day between Good Friday and Easter). The last
week of Lent is known as Holy Week. The forty days represents
the time Jesus spent in the wilderness, enduring the temptation of Satan and preparing to begin his ministry. Lent is a time
of repentance, fasting and preparation for the coming of Easter.
As we are aware we observe the forty days of Lent, replicate Jesus Christ's sacrifice and withdrawal into the desert for forty
days. Lent is marked by fasting, both from food and festivities.
Why it is called Lent? : Lent comes from the Anglo Saxon word
lencten, which means "spring." Lent is observed in spring,
when the days begin to get longer.
The Colour: Purple is the symbolic colour used and is used for
two reasons: firstly because it is associated with mourning, so
anticipates the pain and suffering of the crucifixion; and secondly because purple is the colour associated with royalty, and
celebrates Christ's resurrection and sovereignty.
The Forty days: The number forty has much Biblical significance. In Genesis (Gen 7:4), the flood which destroyed the
earth was brought about by forty days and nights of rain. The
Hebrews spent forty years in the wilderness before reaching the
land promised to them (Numbers 14:33). Moses fasted for forty
days before receiving the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai
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with God (Exodus 24:18). Jesus spent forty days fasting in the
wilderness in preparation for his ministry (Mathew 4:1-2).
The Lenten season is intentionally set aside for examination,
instruction, repentance and prayer. This season is one of preparations for all the people of God. These forty days should lead
us to a new covenant relationship with God. It is a time for renewal, devotion, prayer and spiritual nourishment. During the
Lenten season, self-examination is crucial. An individual’s response to the call for purposeful reflection on one’s need for
God is an important factor in choosing a discipline.
For some, fasting is a means of self-examination and denial;
yet, fasting is not an appropriate discipline for all people. The
purpose of a Lenten discipline is to
strip away from those things which
clutter one’s life or hinder one from
being in relationship with God. It is
also a time for us to experience and
reflect on the sufferings of Jesus, in
light of personal sin and unrighteousness. In 2 Chronicles 7:14 it
says that, “If My people who are
called by My name will humble
themselves, and pray and seek My
face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.” The great
example of this we can see in Jesus, who spent forty days fasting in the wilderness preparing to face the world and its temptations. He overcame the temptations with the divine power of
the Word of God. He never defended trying to prove his innocence; instead he was able to portray the greatest example of
Self-denial taking up the burden of the Cross.
Blessed Teresa of Calcutta once said "As Lent is the time for
greater love, listen to Jesus' thirst...'Repent and believe' Jesus
tells us. What are we to repent? Our indifference, our hardness
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of heart. What are we to believe? Jesus thirsts even now, in
your heart and in the poor - He knows your weakness. He
wants only your love, wants only the chance to love you." Some
of us want to temporarily give up certain things for Lent as a
sign of love for their Savior, that’s fine. But what Christ is really concerned about is what’s in our heart. In this Lenten season let us abstain from what is negative and not good in the
presence of God. Let us take more time to praise, pray and
worship. Lent is an attitude, live up to it.
"Lent is like a long 'retreat' during which we can turn back into
ourselves and listen to the voice of God, in order to defeat the
temptations of the Evil One. It is a period of spiritual 'combat'
which we must experience alongside Jesus, not with pride and
presumption, but using the arms of faith: prayer, listening to the
word of God and penance. In this way we will be able to celebrate Easter in truth, ready to renew the promises of our Baptism."
- Pope Benedict XVI
May the God Almighty bless and help us to lead a meaningful
Lenten season. Let us turn our self to the redeemer. Let God
provide us with a new spiritual discipline and attitude.
God Bless You.

Levin Achen
Prayer for LENT

Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing you have made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent: Create and make in us new and
contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging
our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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PROGRAMMES FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 2018

Date / Time

Programme/ Event

Venue

02 – 02– 2018
10.30am - 2pm

Choir Fellowship

Parsonage

Women's Fellowship meeting

St. Paul’s Church Ahmadi

KUCSI Convention Choir Practice

Salmia

KUCSI Annual Convention

Br. R. S. Jayalal
/ NECK

Pastorate Exe. Committee

Parsonage

02– 02– 2018
9.30 am
05– 02– 2018
6.30pm
07, 08, 09
7pm—9pm
09– 02 – 2018
10.30am
11 – 02 – 2018
6pm – 9pm
12 – 02 – 2018
7pm – 9pm
15 – 02– 2018
7pm—9 pm
16 – 02 – 2018
18 – 02 – 2018
7pm – 8pm
22 – 02 – 2018
7.30pm
23 – 02 – 2018
6pm – 9pm
24 – 02 – 2018
7.30pm

Women's Fellowship Retreat
Cottage Prayer

Br. R. S. Jayalal
Parsonage
Mohan George
Salmia (Transportation Available)

Intercessory Prayer

Parsonage

Annual Picnic

One day
KCC Camp
Mina Abdulla
John Cherian Chacko
Mangaf—4

Camp Ministry

Cottage Prayer
Women's Fellowship Get together &
Competitions

Parsonage

Youth Fellowship

Parsonage

LENTEN Special Services ROTA
14 - 02 - 2018, 7pm

Ash Wednesday

Parsonage

21 - 02 - 2018, 7pm

Lenten Service

Ajay Mohan, Mahboula

28 - 02 - 2018, 7pm

Lenten Service

Babu Mathew, Abu Halifa

07 - 03 - 2018, 7pm

Lenten Service

George Modayil, Mangaf

14 - 03 - 2018, 7pm

Lenten Service

Mammen Thomas, Ahmadi

21 - 03 - 2018, 7pm

Lenten Service

Stebin John, Mangaf
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BIRTHDAYS

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

01 - Joboy N. Joseph
03 - Richard Jacob John
03 - Sajan Thomas
10 - Johny P.Y
11 - Sumith Thomas
13 - Sofia Sam
13 - Kavitha George
14 - Dan John Mathew
15 - Mohan George
16 - Jerry Cherian
19 - Bennett Enose
20 - Beena Babu
22—Shiney Joby Ford
28 - Lavinta Rona Lenan

05 - Mrs. & Mr. Kurian Jacob
10 - Mrs. & Mr. George Mathew
Modayil
13 - Mrs. & Mr. Sam Kunnil
21 - Mrs. & Mr. Joy Sunny
23 - Mrs & Mr. Sumith Thomas

God’s blessings be upon you as you celebrate yet
another year on this journey with Christ and as
you commit each day into the hands of the Lord.

May you truly sense God’s love as you celebrate
your wedding anniversary and see the future
years together as memories to be made.

P R A Y FOR
ANNUAL CONVENTION &
HOLY WEEK DEVOTIONS
MARCH 26, 27 & 28

Important Note Regarding the Financial Year Ending


All the communicant members are requested to pay all their
dues on or before March 31, 2018 to the Hon. Treasurer.
 All are requested to note the precise amount and pay the
minimum of Family 20/- Bachelors 12/- and Camp 6/- respectively.
There are previous year’s dues also which need to be given, kindly note and
do the needful.
 Vanchika should also be submitted on or before March 31st 2018.
Mammen V. Thomas
Treasurer
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE AND LECTIONARY
February 2, 2018, Friday – 07:45am to 09:30am
8th week before Easter / HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE
Theme: The Fallen -ness of Creation
Genesis 3: 1- 10; Psalm 53; Romans 3: 21- 26; Matthew 18: 23- 35
February 9, 2018, Friday - CONVENTION @ NECK
7th week before Easter / Lent: A time of Reconciliation
Genesis 45: 1- 15; Psalm 85; Eph. 2: 11- 22; John 2: 1-11
February 14, 2018, Wednesday – 7-9pm
Ash Wednesday
Theme: Cross: A Call to Self-Denial
Joel 2: 12- 20; Psalm 32; Galatians 2: 15- 21; Luke 9: 23 – 27
February 16, 2018, Friday
6 week before Easter/ 1st Week in Lent
Theme: Touching the “Untouchable”
th

2Kings 5: 1- 10; Psalm 10: 1- 12; Hebrews 13: 8 – 17; Matthew 8: 1-4
February 23, 2018, Friday – 12pm – 2pm
5 week before Easter/ 2nd week in Lent / HC Service
Theme: Life Saving Faith
th

KUCSI JOINT ANNUAL CONVENTION
FEBRUARY 7, 8, 9

7pm—9pm
Hosted By :

Speaker : Bro. R. S. Jayalal

NECK Kuwait City

St. Paul’s CSI Malayalam Church Ahmadi
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